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DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the signature of ambitious
trade agreement between EU and Japan

Brussels, 17 July 2018

DIGITALEUROPE warmly applauds the signature of the most ambitious bilateral Economic
Partnership Agreement to date and looks forward to a speedy ratification process.

“The EU and Japan are sending a strong signal in favour of free trade around the world. We are
grateful to the Japanese government and to the European Commission for their efforts in improving
the global business environment, as the agreement is meant to trigger a long-term GDP increase for
the EU estimated to +0.76% and an increase of exports by + 34% for the EU”, said Cecilia Bonefeld-
Dahl, Director General of DIGITALEUROPE.

Japan and the EU have a long history of collaboration and DIGITALEUROPE has been an active
supporter of the EU-Japan Agreement since its inception. To reiterate the importance of the
collaboration with Japan, Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl visited Japan in April 2018 to engage with business
and government leaders and government. She participated in the 7t ICT Strategies Workshop
Dialogue and in the EU-Japan Business Roundtable. She also strengthened the relationships with
DIGITALEUROPE’s Japanese members’ headquarters and with our partner association JEITA.

We are convinced that the signature of this agreement will contribute to advancing the social and
economic agendas of both partners and will lead to new commercial opportunities. In addition to
strengthening the economic relationship, collaboration in the field of digital technology will be
advanced through common R&D, standardisation and regulatory cooperation. This is an
opportunity for the EU and Japan to lead the realisation of Al and Society 5.0, based on common
and shared values.

We also welcome the mutual adequacy decision taken by the EU and Japan in the field of data
protection. Japan and the EU thereby officially recognise each other’s equivalent level of data
protection, which will secure the transfer of personal data between the two partners.

However, we are disappointed that the EPA itself does not include a broader provision on cross-
border data flows, one of the key enablers of the 21 century economy and trade relations. The EU-
Japan EPA represented a great opportunity for an ambitious approach in this area, not only to
unleash the opportunities of the digital economy between the two countries, but also to set a high
standard for future multilateral and plurilateral trade agreements.

DIGITALEUROPE remains committed to collaborating with likeminded organisations and policy-
makers to ensure that the agreement will be ratified and implemented in a timely manner.
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the
development and implementation of EU policies.

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total over 35,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 63 Corporate
Members and 39 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our
recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP

Corporate Members

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arcelik, Bosch, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu,
Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera,
Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD
Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC,
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services,
Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies.

National Trade Associations

Austria: 100

Belarus: INFOPARK

Belgium: AGORIA

Bulgaria: BAIT

Croatia: Croatian Chamber of
Economy

Cyprus: CITEA

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN
Estonia: ITL

Finland: TIF

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique,
Tech in France

DIGITALEUROPE
Rue de la Science, 14 - 1040 Brussels [Belgium]
T.+32 (0) 2 609 53 10 |www.digitaleurope.org | info@digitaleurope.org | @DIGITALEUROPE

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI
Greece: SEPE

Hungary: IVSZ

Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND
Italy: Anitec-Assinform
Lithuania: INFOBALT
Luxembourg: APSI

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE
Portugal: AGEFE

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC
Slovakia: ITAS
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Slovenia: GZS

Spain: AMETIC

Sweden: Foreningen
Teknikféretagen i Sverige,
IT&Telekomfbretagen

Switzerland: SWICO

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE

United Kingdom: techUK
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