Ahead of the Foreign Affairs Council meeting taking place this
Friday, 10 November 2017, and in the context of the discussions
on the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference as well as ongoing trade
negotiations with Mercosur, Mexico and Japan, DIGITALEUROPE
would like to reiterate the following four points.
Brussels, 9 November 2017

1. DIGITALEUROPE members are strong supporters of the WTO trading system and of all initiatives
taken to improve global trade liberalization in goods, services and investment, in particular to
continue attracting new members to the Information Technology Agreement (ITA) and its
expansions. As the final agenda of the next Ministerial Conference is yet to be decided, we
encourage Europe to continue its political leadership to advance discussions on the geographical
expansion of the ITA, digital trade and e-commerce; to promote the growth of digital technology
goods and services. For the WTO to continue being relevant, it also needs to address digital trade,
because this has become an enabler for all sectors of the economy. We would also like to
underline the importance of honouring the ITA as it is a key driver for the future of global
digitalization.
2. Dual-use items are absolutely essential for the competitiveness of the EU Industry and a wellbalanced export control policy is crucial in order to survive today’s razor sharp global competition.
We believe that the current Commission proposal for a revised Dual-Use Export Control
Regulation includes elements that will lead to unintended negative consequences putting the EU
Industry even further behind third country competition. In the global digital economy, an EU
Export Control framework based on international principles is instrumental to maintain the EU’s
continued position as world leader when it comes to Information and Communications
Technology.
3. At the same time, we need to continue pushing for bilateral and plurilateral trade negotiations to
open new markets for European business in the shorter term and to make sure Europe is a global
thought leader in developing the new rules for digital trade. In this context, I wish to reiterate the
value of the EU and Japan agreement in particular. We remain convinced that it will deliver
significant economic benefits and contribute to the development of both economies. It will not
only improve market access and regulatory coherence but also expand trade and investment,
economic growth and employment, and contribute to enhanced competitiveness and productivity
of both economies. DIGITALEUROPE has strongly supported the EU-Japan FTA all along and
encourages a final agreement by the end of the year. Yet, we wish to reiterate our call to include
data flows and provisions banning data localisation in the final agreement so this FTA truly
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becomes the standard for all future agreements. The EU has identified digital trade as key interest
interest, but unfortunately, an EU position on data flows is still lagging despite the strong support
from European business and a large majority of Member States as well as the European
Parliament.
4. Lastly, DIGITALEUROPE is a strong supporter of the ongoing negotiations between the EU and
Mercosur as well as Mexico, respectively. We believe Mexico’s accession to the ITA should form
part of these negotiations. We are convinced that these groups of countries are well-suited
partners to jointly advance digitalisation and cooperate to attract new ICT investments and to
achieve digital inclusion and transformation on a world scale. We hope that this objective will be
reflected in the ongoing trade negotiations. Digital trade and, more generally, data-driven
economies become fundamental, horizontal elements of the global economy. Provisions to foster
the development, growth and trade in ICT goods and services, cloud computing and e-commerce
are critical elements of 21st century trade agreements. There should never be any obligations to
disclose source-code in connection with civilian use of ICT.

-For more information please contact:
Sarah Wagner, Policy Manager
sarah.wagner@digitaleurope.org
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE
DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development
and implementation of EU policies.
DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 61 corporate members and
37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our recent news and
activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP
Corporate Members
Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson,
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica
Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions,
MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe
PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services,
Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies.

National Trade Associations
Austria: IOÖ
Belarus: INFOPARK
Belgium: AGORIA
Bulgaria: BAIT
Cyprus: CITEA
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN
Estonia: ITL
Finland: TIF
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique,
Tech in France
Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI

Greece: SEPE
Hungary: IVSZ
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND
Italy: ANITEC
Lithuania: INFOBALT
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE
Portugal: AGEFE
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC
Slovakia: ITAS
Slovenia: GZS

Spain: AMETIC
Sweden: Foreningen
Teknikföretagen i Sverige,
IT&Telekomföretagen
Switzerland: SWICO
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform,
ECID
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE
United Kingdom: techUK
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